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Abdullah Al-Gothamy between the covers of Modernism and corpuses of
Ancestors

The term cultural criticism has been recurrent during the phase of
postmodernism. This research attempts to consider the basics of cultural criticism in
Abdullah Al-Gothamy between the covers of Modernism and corpuses of Ancestors.
The writings of this Saudi critic, especially after publishing his Cultural Criticism: a
reading in Arabic cultural patterns, have stirred many questions, which caused a fuss
that led to repeating the term of cultural criticism, as well as the name of Al-Gothamy
as the pioneering figure. They became synynomous with luminous modernism in Arabic
criticism as opposed to the predecessor's approach represented by literary criticism and
its advocates.

Al-Gothamy has dug deep into the cultural corpus in order to deconstruct the
authority of this patriarchal culture and explain it. He has been interested in criticizing
the cultural patterns hidden in the cultural discourse. He, then, besieged manifestations
of despotism and regression in them. He then deconstructed the patriarchal
accumulations, which rot normal relations (differences) between man and woman.
Consequently, he has smashed all cultural dogmas and undermined all forms of
authoritative patterns: the macho pattern and the macho-based pattern, as well as other
authoritative patterns.

This study has been divided into an introduction, four chapters and a conclusion. The
introduction deals with culture as a concept, cultural studies and the emergence of
cultural criticism. The first chapter deals with crystalizing the term of cultural criticism
in Al-Gothamy (Al-Gothamian Matroshka). The second chapter deals with cultural
criticism and modern Arabic criticism. The third chapter deals with Al-Gothamy's
criticism to the ancestors' corpuses. The fourth chapter deals with some defects in Al-
Gothamy. This study concluded that Al-Gothamy often contradicts himself,
misunderstands many sentences and twists textual truth in order to prove his point. this
is apparent in his analysis of Abi tamam's poetry, Al-Mutanabbi, Nizar Kabany, among
others. He deals with metaphors as if they were facts, which is a dilemma in his critical
project to be added to his hatred to the poetic logic that rises above criticism through
superficial, shallow and single perspective. | have followed the historical and cultural
approaches analyzing ideas and illustrating the intellectual and ideological backgrounds
influential in Al-Gothamy's thinking.
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