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System in United Kingdom (UK)



Basically, there are two systems: one covering
England, Wales and Northern Ireland and one
covering Scotland. The two education systems
have different emphases. Traditionally the
English, Welsh and Northern Irish system has
emphasised depth of education whereas the
Scottish system has emphasised breadth. Thus
English, Welsh and Northern Irish students tend
to sit a small number of more advanced
examinations and Scottish students tend to sit a
larger number of less advanced examinations. It
should be noted that local English practice can
vary from this general picture although Scottish
practice is well nigh universal.
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United Kingdom (UK) vs. United States 
(USA) Education Systems.

United Kingdom United States of America

College begins at the age of 16, where students choose their field of study for 
university at 16

College begins at the age of 18, where students choose their field of 
study

Price of attending university is relatively small University costs are relatively high for students

Students focus solely on their field of study
Students focus on their major and peripheral subjects related to their 
major

Undergraduate in university lasts 3 years Undergraduate lasts 4 years

Learning responsibility primarily lies on the students Faculty and students share responsibility for learning

Homework is rarely assigned, and the final exam is worth 80%+ of the final grade
Homework makes up a large portion of the grade, and final exams are 
worth approximately 30%

Grading system is out of 100, but grades above 75% are rare Grading system is out of 100, and 90%+ grades are common

Social life is just as important if not more important than academics Academics dominate, and social life is not nearly as important.

A masters is often required in order to become a professional
A bachelors degree will often allow a student to obtain a well-paying 
occupation


